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Abstract

This study aims to examine the historical geography of Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah and
analyze its role in shaping the early Islamic realm, focusing on its geographic location, natural
topography, climatic characteristics, historical population composition, and the role of various
tribes in social and political transformations since the Prophet’s migration (Hijra). The research
adopts a historical-analytical methodology through reviewing written historical and geographical
sources, archival documents, and field studies concerning urban development and the Prophet’s
Mosque as a center for worship, education, and administration. The findings reveal that Al-
Madinah Al-Munawwarah served as the heart of the early Islamic realm, unifying tribes and
emigrants, hosting a center for culture, knowledge, and governance, and contributing to urban and
Islamic cultural development as a sustainable civilizational beacon. The study recommends
preserving the city’s historical and geographical identity, protecting its natural topography, guiding
urban planning accordingly, enhancing historical and geographical studies to support sustainable
development, maintaining and expanding the Prophet’s Mosque to accommodate increasing
visitors, and investing in education and culture to uphold the city’s scientific and religious
significance.

Keywords: Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, historical geography, early Islamic realm,
Prophet’s Mosque, urban development, Islamic culture.
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